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THE LATE Mr. FUNG PING SHAN, JP. \-\,.

The Late Mr, I'ung Ping Shan wasone of the most proniinent Clhinese merchants
in Hongkong. Xlo was born in 1860 in the District of Sun-Wui, Kwangtung Province.
In his oarly youth Mr, Fung was deprived of the-opportunity of coraploting his education
on account of povorty, and consequently, when e was only fifteen, ﬁc followed his uncle
to Siam where he started his business caroer, :

It was some yoars after that he returned to China to be married, and after his
marriage ho returned to Siam to continue his business. While'in Siam he came in close
contact with a eortain rieh merchant who took a ready faney to him, deciding to betroth
his danghter to him, with tho promise of the rich dowry. This generous oifer, however,
Mr. Pung declined without hesitation,

' In 1882 Mr. Fung’s father died, and he returned at once to China to attend the
funeral. Shortly afterwards, he went to the Szechuen Province, where he started a
business of his own, dealing prineipally in Chinese drugs.

After making a fortune, he returned to Canton in 1891, and was at once elected '
Director of the well-known Fong Pin Hospital, and many other charitable institutions.
In 1904 there occured a severo famine in Canton, whereupon Mr. Fung, amongst a number
of other philanthropists, was asked to deputise for the Hospital and proceed to Hong
Kong 'to purchase rice, which would be distributed among the sufferers. The rice was
purchased, but the necessary fund was not fully subscribed in -time. Yet the rice

‘merchants trusted Mr, IPung and delivered the rice to Canton without delay, thus saving

many lives from thoe disaster.

A few yecars later, when he settled down in Hongkong, Mr. Iung served on
several oceasions as Chairman, Director and Adviser of the Tung Wah Hospital and Po
Leung Kuk. He wasan unofficial Justice of the Peace, a member of the District Watch
Committee, Life Momber of the Court of the University of Hongkong, permanent adviser
of the Po Leung Kuk, and a life member of the Chinese Chamber of Commerce.

" Himself a self -made man, Mr. Fung’s great desire was that those who came after
him should enjoy the opportunities that he had missed. He initiated Free Schools and
Vocational Institutions both in his own town and in Hongkong. e gave generously to
the building fund for the Higher Primary School of the Normal College in Canton; and
in his native district he established the King Tong Library to the memory of his lato
father. HMe was mainly instrumental in the establishment of the Aberdeen Industrial
School in Hongkong, towards which he donated $100,000.

To him it would seem monstrous that Chinese boys and girls should grow up in
ingorance of their cultural heritage. Ho was one of the founders and staunch supporter
of the now defunct School of Chinese Studies of the University of Hongkong; and tho

I'ung Ping Shan Chinese Library is an abiding testimony to his devotion to Chinese
learning. :

In commerce, the late Mr., l'ung was one of the founders and a permanent
Director of the Bank of Ilast Asia, Ltd., and many other public and private Companies.
Besides his many commercial activities in Hong Kong, he had nuwmerous connexions in
the principal trading poris in North and South China, as well as in Siam, F'rench Indo-
China and India. ' ; :

_ Owing to his gonial disposition, Mr. Fung, both:in his privato life as well as in
business, was much liked by all elasses and nationalities-with whon he came in contact.

He died on the 2nd Auvgunst, 1931, at the ripe q‘ld 'age of 72, and is survived by
three sons and six daughters.



