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THE LATE Mr. LEE YOK TONG.
'1‘11.3 late Mr, Lee Yok Tong was a native of 'Toishan District, Kwangtung Provinez, born in 1851,

s abtained his eduoation at a school in his native villaga and when he was eighteen yeirs of age, he -2
followed his kinsmen to America, whera he started his commercial priwctice.  When he had acquired suflicient '3
experience, he came to ITongkonyg and establizhed the Kum Lee Yuen and Wing Lee Yuen, dealing in Chiness 3
drugs, . ; '

After the Chinesa Fleet was abuolutely annihiliated by the Japanesa’in 1894 the late Mr. Lee realized
that it was dillienlt to restore the prosperity of our country hesides the promotion of her induatry aud commmerce, -4
For this silee, he wont to Canton and organized the Iolectriecnl Power Company; the Mechanical Flour Mill, -
and the Tal Sang Yuen Imports and Xxports agent. ;

Later, e orgpanized the Luen Yile Insuranez Co., Ltd., in Hongkong. This is the first Chinese
insurance enterprise in the Coluny, and yeurs luter there are the ITong Tin Life Assurance Co., Ltil., the Luen
Tai Dusurance Co., Lid,, the Shanghai Five aul Marine Insurance Co., Lid.; the Luen o Inzurance Co., Ltd.;
and the Yeung Shing Insurance Co., Ltd., all of which are estallished with Chinese capital and are at present
severe competitors of Buropean insurance firms in Ilongkong. ;

- DBesides the above mentioned, Mr. Lee is sither a founder or a promoter of the following business firtus:-
The Ningyang Railway Co., Ltd; the banle of Canton; the Sze Yap Steamship Co., Ltl.; the Yuet ITong J
Steamship Co., Lul.; the SunSun Universal Providers, Shanghai; The Shui Fung Cotton Packing Co., [Tankow; &
and the Sze Lanyg [lotel, Tlangchow. i

. Mr. Lee iy & _z.a.-;ldus nationalist, 1le joined in the national party long ago and rendored gveat E
) assistance to the revolution of China. S S
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In 1905, wheit the government of the United States of America aimounced the restriction of Chiiese
imigration into that country, aineeting was hell in 1Tonglong by those prominent merchants who had close
connection with the American trile to respond o this matter. Mr. Tee was appointed one of the comumittees - -
of that assémblance. ‘Consequently, the Amevieans were afraid of thisresistunce to jusiice, so the restriction
was far less rigorous. ;

Befora the estallishment of the Chinese Republic, Chinese were divided into two parties. The
nationalists who achieved the revolution on one side and those who plotted restoration of a monirchical
government on the other. It happened that the China Post, which belonged to the nationalists, was
endangared by the latter, mul the situation was very hazardouns. Mr. Lee undertook the enterprise and
preserved the dorment foree of the furmer.

At that time, the Cing Dynasty Government had put a rigorous search on the nationalists, but Mr.

Tee, who wis one of the moeinbers, maule his own shop, the Kum Tee Yuen Drug Store, o concentrating centre E

for his comrdes 50 a9 to avoid the views of the Ching detectives. !
; 3

' Whon the Republic of China was just established, Mr. Lee was appointed as Treasurer of the ‘

Kwangtung Provinee. Mr, Lee, raised §300,000 in the shorbest span of time for tlhe purpose of supplying

munition for the arnmy. Six mounths later, he resigned from the post and cume to Flongkong, where once more

he set himself in the husiness sphere.

!

2 Mr.: Lee was o man of broad symputhy, and every canse of good will finds him a willing supporter.
ITe wag in close connection with tha following institutions:— The Tingnam University, Canton; the Chih Sin
Uollege, Canton; The Chinese Y.M.C.A., Canton; The [fong Xong Kong Kee Son Sclwol; the Public 1ospital,
Canton; the Kwong Shui [Tospital, Canton; the Liang Kwang Association, Nanking; the Cantoness Gruild,

/I Lurbing The Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A., Toishan; mul the Toishan Chamber of Connnerce, Peiping.

" Mr. Lee wasa counsellor of the Conmmander-in-chief, China; counsellor of the President, China;
Director of the Industry Guild, Camton; Committee of the Board of TFinance, Nanling; and\member of the

Chiness National Calmmity Convention. ‘ \
: \
Mr. Lee had a tour around the Western countries and had written a hook V)
nine nations,” 5 ; Ty g
1 ) - i - - Say
Mr. Lae died on Janvnry Wb, 1930, with a ripe old age of eighty-five. 1le hal % T ‘/
nI‘l ol thew are well educated. BMr, Lee Chi Chung, his eldest son, is the (feneral Maj C ¥
Fire and Marine Insurance Co., Ilonglong, '\ 3.{ o FS
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