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"SIR ROBERT HO TUNG, Kt J.P. -

Sir Robert Ho:TnAg (widely known as'the “Grand OL1 Man’’.of Hongkong) was born in a humble
howme in Hongkong in 1862. As the eldest child of a family of seven, he early acquired anil developed those
‘amalities of organization and leadership which paved the way for his brilliant career later on. Being poor,
hie Tearned from his childhood days the lesson of frogality and wise employment of limited resoureas.
1 Youny Tobert showed signa of prgmisa from t]ge'very first. At the age of seven he was sucl au
pupil in Chinesa that when his mother had to withdraw himn from school on account of poverty, the
offered to continue teaching the child without fees. ‘This tencher became so nttached to his pupil that
little boy had to commence his English studies at the Central School (now QQueen’s Collere) there
jebant parting.  As an IKnglish student at the age of twelve Sir Robert quickly showed his ability, for
Six years of study e was chosen as a pupil teacher of the School, Then after a year of teaching
in 157S) he st for a_competitive exanination for a post in the Chinese Maritime Customs at (anton
m Yobert Hart's regime. Though he was the youngest eandidate at that examination Sir Robert
exsily redl tlie post,  After two years at the Customs young Ho Tung resigned. Ile then conmenced lLis
association with Messrsl Jardine, Matheson & Co., Lid., which has now lasted over 50 years, [lis business
sbilities aned his energising will soon became apparent and in fwo years he was promoted from a junior
position to hecome the Manager of the Chinese departmient of the leading business firnu in the ar Iast as
Co-upraudore of Jardine’s.  Sir Rolert soon multiplied the business returns and connexions of the finn.

A Millionaire before le was 80 years of age, the once poor strugzling youth soon hecaue assbeinted
with practicilly every important business enterprise in the Colony. = When he resigned his eompradoreship in
1900 (at the early age gf 38) Sir Tiobert ilo ‘Tung was already known as the leading expert imd merchant
in [fongkong in property, insurance, shipping, and import and export business, with agencies in Java mul the
Philippines. From 1900 and onwards one company after ancther invited him to serve on its Board of Directors,

~until to-day he is a Director of 18 of the leading conmpanies in ITongkong & Shanghai as well as being
Chairman and largest sharelolder of & number of them, A genius in all nutters touching finance Sir Robert
il ‘Tung’s opinion has been constantly sought after not only by the Government of Hongkong but also by the
Chinese Republie whose Iligh Adviser he is. In Honglkong he has served on many of the leading Coifunitrees
aml Commissions denling with the economic life on the Colony, In particular he, as Chairman, was mainly
- responsible for produeing the report of & Sub-Conmuittee on tha economiie resources of [long Kong and its
Deszudences in 1920, 1n 1922 he conbributed 1much towards the settlement of the Seamen’s Strike.

Gir Robert [lo ‘Tung also bakes n keen interegt in the wellare of the Colony, REducation in all its
forms veceives unstinted support from him, He has given 820,000, to the IHongkong University awnd
defvayed the eost of Luililing the old Xowloon British School.  Many iree evening schools on the island and

tha mainland are baing maintained hy him, while almost every school of importance in the Colony for both
Doys andd girls has received sowething from hint either in the form of scholarships or prizes or donations.

“'he poor and needy also have always had his sympathetic support,  Sir Rubert was the Chairman
of the Tung Wah [Hospital as far back as 1593, and during his term of ollice he was responsible for extending
the hospital steucturally, by raising funds for & new building as an lixtension and Plague Iospital. In 1931
Sir obert celebrated his Golden \Wedding, and announced a donation of $200,090 to marlk that oceasion,
1Talf this sum was applied to the huilding of a Children’s Welfare Centre in the New Territories and the other
half was devoted to the free education of poor giels in Hongkong. 1In 193¢ he defrayed the entire cost of
erecting o home for abandoned duwb animals and presenting it to the S.°.C.A. Thus from dund animals to
neecdy human beings, Sic Robert has held out the helping hand. In the sune year lie gave S100,000 towards
the Cost of an eraction of an ndustrial School for boys at aberdeen so that the poor children of Hongleong may
learn a eraft as well ag the three 1.

During the Grent War ho presented two aeroplines :nd a nuniber of motor mmbulances to the Rritish
Giovernment, Among some of the best known of Sir Robert’s many public and social activities mention must
be miule of his elforts to end Civil Warfare in China by setting up a Round Talile Conferenca between the
‘various warlords. Though his efforts were not inniediately successful they stimulated a demand for natinnal
unification which becmnie an established fact in 1936, 1Me also personally interviowed funine and flood Suiterers
in China on Various oceusions. Another prominent part played by Sir Rubert Io Tung was at the British
Impire Kxhibition at Wembley in 1924 and 1925, which he attended as the Honorary Associate Commniissivner
of the ITonglwony Section. . : ;

Sir Robert was 4 member of the Conuittee which organized the Reception to Duke of Connaught, and
the then Prines of Wales as well as the celebrations in honour of Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee and the
King George V Silver Jubilee. ; - :

In 19306 Sir Robert presented the Chiness Giovernment an aeroplane costing $100,000 to warlk the Fiftieth
Birthday of the (ieneralissimo Chiang Kai Shek.  Honours have been heaped upon Sir lloberk from many
countbries. 1n LY15 he was knighted by Flis Mejesty the King. 1le has been a Justice of the Peace singe 1859,
being the senior one on the list, and reeeived several honours from the Chinese Governwent. To-lay his inuposing
list of honours includes the following: —Knigit of Grace of St. Joln of Jerusalem (1925), Knight Granel of
Ofliear of the Order of Ghrist of Portugal (promoted Grand Oflicer in 1930), Firvatl Class Order of the Excellent
Crop with Sash of China 1922, Knight Conmander of the Legion of Honour 1932, First Class National Red
Cross of Gernany 1932, Knight Commander of the Crown of Ltaly 1933, Knight Commander of the Crown .uf
Leopold of- Belgiun 1953, Knight Conmumander of the Linperial Dragon of Annam 1936,  1le is also Senior
Honorary LI.D. of the University of 1lungkong as well as the Colony’s Senior Justice of the Peacz. Sir
Tiobert hus travelled extensively throughout the world and his visits to Kurope, U.S.A. and North China have

_ been frequent in recent years, Many local societies claim Iim either as their Patron or President or Ilon.
“Vice President, : .

Tn 1830 Sir lobert married Tady Ho Lung who isa Lady of Grace of the order of St. Juhn of Jerusalent

and assisted Sir Robert at the Wembley Bxhibition in 1924 and 1925,
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